
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Donauschwaben German-American Cultural Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock der Blasmusik 

Your Project Summary: A showcase of traditional German brass bands and dance groups, including the 

Cleveland Donauschwäbische Blaskapelle, Deutscher Musik Verein, Gottscheer Blaskapelle, and 

Youngstown Saxon Club Brass Band, as well as the Donauschwäbische Kindergruppe, Jugendgruppe, and 

Kulturgruppe; Gottscheer Tanz & Spielkreis Austrian Dancers, and Schuhplattler & Trachtenverein Bavaria. 

Saturday, March 10th, 2018 from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the Donauschwaben German-American Cultural 

Center in Olmsted Township. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3,080 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrated some evidence of artistic and 

cultural vibrancy through its historical perspective and listing of participants, but with no links to audio, 

description of the music, or criteria as to how and by whom performer selections are made, I was challenged 

in being able to evaluate this section. Organizational Capacity - The application demonstrated some 

evidence of organizational capacity by virtue of this being a long standing event, but provided little to no 

information on how the event is produced. Public Benefit - The application demonstrated some evidence of 

public benefit but did not show how the community is meaningfully engaged outside of being a participant 

at the event. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Project shows understanding and responsiveness to stated community (German-Americans in 

CLE). Knowledge of community drives work as indicated by fresh programming that responds to 

happenings in community. Accessibility is less clear - event is not free - but it is open to the public and 

inviting. Public benefit is obvious due to all of above. Artistic/cultural vibrancy evident due to inclusion of 

qualified, diverse arts professionals running events. Also, the event will inspire stated community through 

culturally tailored programming, and could provide a different, engaging experience to audience even wider 

than the stated community. Organizational capacity: Plan for project is detailed, budget is reasonable, goal 

is clear (share this music with as many people as possible). Volunteer and staff involvement is indicated. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets funding criteria. The applicant has presented sufficient support 

materials to undertake the project and presents a benefit to the public with a cultural event showcasing 

German brass band music and dance, but it is not an event that is free to the public. The application defines 

a music fest that is open to the public, but also states that tickets are sold for a fee based event, while also 

stating that they want the event to be accessible and inviting to the public as possible. While the applicant 

has stated reaching out to other community based organizations such as the Boys & Girls club of Cleveland, 

a dance school and company for the possibility of performing in the future, I am unclear that the fee for this 

event allows for accessibility for other communities, especially communities of color to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 



Donauschwaben German-American Cultural Center - Continued  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The Cleveland Musikfest & 

Woodstock der Blasmusik builds meaningful relationships with residents and community partners, 

convening blaskapelle and folk dance groups to introduce and preserve the music and culture of the 

Donauschwaben. Although the event is not free, tickets are reasonably priced and tiered making it 

accessible and inviting to its community and open to the public. Cultural & Artistic Vibrancy: I was not aware 

of the Donauschwaben prior to reading this proposal. It would have been helpful to receive more information 

about their history as well as the types of dances and/or origin of brass music in Germanic culture as they 

are relevant to the event. The program book demonstrated that the Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock 

Blasmusik performance engages a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete 

the project. Organizational Capacity: A breakdown of how CAC funds would be used would have been 

helpful in determining if the budget were realistic and appropriate for the budget. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of the reviewer that Donauschwaben German-American Cultural Center meet 

the funding criteria through their proposal for Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock der Blasmusik. They 

especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the German-American 

community. They demonstrate that they understand, work with, and respond to their community. They have 

built meaningful relationships with residents, numerous local sponsors, and community partners. They do 

have a fee and this may deter some low income neighbors from attending. Perhaps offering volunteers a 

discounted attendance rate you will get increased volunteerism and attendance? They also demonstrate 

artistic and cultural vibrancy from last years event and engage a diverse team of arts and cultural 

professionals, qualified to complete the project.They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and 

successfully manage this project. They seem to have an engaged and diverse board, staff, and core group 

of volunteers. They have a definite set of project goals. Tickets sales for attendance and feedback will be 

ways to measure their progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project; The match 

requirement is stated as ticket sales, raffles and sponsorships (wish they had mentioned a few committed 

donors). 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

